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Happy Mothers Day!

The following is a Mother's Day message from John
MacArthur.

For better or worse, mothers are the makers of men; they
are the architects of the next generation. That's why the
goal of becoming a godly mother is the highest and
most noble pursuit of womanhood. God has specially
equipped women for that very purpose, and in Christ,
women can experience profound satisfaction in that
divinely ordained pursuit. They can be who God
created them to be.

Ladies, please pay attention. There are so many who
would capture your interests today, to tear you away
from God's high calling on your life. “Focus on your
career,” “Buy more stuff,” “Pamper yourself”-you've
heard it all, I'm sure. Don't buy what they're selling-it's
all alie.

Godly Women Are Devoted To Their Husband
Contrary to popular opinion, the most important
characteristic of a godly mother is her relationship,

not with her children, but with her husband. What you
communicate to your children through your marital
relationship will stay with them for the rest of their lives.
By watching you and your husband, they are learning
the most fundamental lessons of life-love, self-sacrifice,
integrity, sin, sympathy, compassion, understanding,
virtue and forgiveness. Whatever you teach them about
those things, right or wrong, is planted deep within
their hearts.

That emphasis on marriage was very evident between
Elkanah and Hannah. They were dedicated to the
faithful worship of God (1:3), and they were dedicated
to loving one another (1:4-8). Their situation-being
unable to have children together-was like an open
wound. But it was an experience that drew out of
Elkanah tender expressions of love for his wife.

At a particularly low point in Hannah's discouragement,
Elkanah comforted his wife with these words: “Hannah,
why do you weep and why do you not eat and why is your
heart sad? Am | not better to you than ten sons?” (1:8). That

may not seem like a tremendous comfort to you, but he was

appealing to the satisfaction they enjoyed in their marriage.
Notice the effect: Hannah was encouraged-she started to
eat and drink again (1:9), and she went to the temple to
seek the Lord (1:9-11). That's the kind of marriage to which
a godly mother is devoted-dedication to loving God,
dedication to loving one another. That's the soil where
godly mothers grow and flourish.

Godly Women Are Devoted To Their God

Hannah struggled through acute pain and adversity. She
was barren, she had to share her husband with another
woman-one who could produce children, and she had to
endure the pain of that woman's cruelty (1:6-7). And
though Hannah was tempted to despair (1:8), she received
the encouragement of her husband, turned to the Lord,
and poured out her heart to Him in humble devotion
(1:9-18).

Like many women today, Hannah struggled with the pain
of infertility. She wanted God's best, to be a mother. In her
sadness, Hannah didn't complain to her husband-there
was nothing he could do about it-and she didn't fight back
when Peninnah tormented her. Instead, Hannah trusted
God through prayer.

That's a beautiful characteristic. She understood that God
was the source of children, that God alone could alter her
sterility. Her distinctive virtue was her constant faith. First
Samuel 1:12 says, “It came about as she continued praying
before the Lord”. Her prayers were constant. She stayed
there praying with a broken heart, pouring out tearful
prayers. Hannah knew where to go with her problems.
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“The smile of a mother’s face has enticed many into the
right path, and the fear of bringing a tear into her eye
has called off many a man from evil ways.”
-Charles Spurgeon

Godly Women Are Devoted To Their Home

According to His perfect will, God gave Hannah a son - Samuel.
Hannah named her son in remembrance of God's goodness, and
she devoted herself to her motherly responsibilities-she was fully
committed to her home. The time came for one of the annual
trips to Shiloh, and Elkanah came to Hannah to prepare her for
the trip. Then the man Elkanah went up with all his household to
offer to the Lord the yearly sacrifice and pay his vow. But Hannah
did not go up, for she said to her husband, “/ will not go up until
the child is weaned then | will bring him, that he may appear
before the Lord and stay there forever” When God gave the
child, Hannah dedicated herself to raising him. She would be
devoted to that task for several years, knowing her time with
him was short. That's so different from what you see today,

isn't it? Women have babies, and a couple of months later they
slam the baby in some day care center and take off for the job.
Not Hannah. She was totally committed to stay in the home until
that little life was trained. She had important work to do-nursing,
loving cherishing, instructing. Hannah understood how vital
those early years are, when 90 percent of personality is formed.
She prepared him in those formative years for a lifetime of
service to God-such a high calling.

Don't mistake her devotion to raising Samuel for the modern
tendency to make the child the center of the universe. Hannah
discharged her responsibility as a steward-one day she had to
give Samuel back. It wasn't about fulfilling her deepest needs
through her child. It was about fulfilling her oath to God. It was
about being faithful to her calling to be a godly mother.

For those of you who are mothers, think about Hannah this
Mother's Day. Be devoted to your husband; be devoted to
your God; and be devoted to your home in the fear of the Lord.
That's your high calling and your greatest joy.

For those of you whose mothers are still living, recognize your
mother this Mother's Day for the things she did well. Look in
love beyond any of her shortcomings and honor the one who

introduced you to life.

Your shepherd,

Pastor Mark
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