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DOCTRINE: It Really Matters!

“So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed
Him, “If you abide in My word, then you are truly My
disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth
will make you free.” -John 8:31-32

Imagine sailing a ship without a compass or a map.
Even if the seas seem calm and the horizon beautiful, one
wrong turn can take you miles off course. Similarly, in our
Christian faith, the Word of God is our compass. Without it,
we are vulnerable to errors, false teachings, and even
heresy.

In the modern church today, you will hear people
say that doctrine is not important. We just need to love
and accept everyone exactly as they are. The Ethos
Institute writes the following about what “Progressive
Christians believe”: “Progressive Christianity is largely
defined by its focus on morality and its downplaying of
doctrine. What truly matters, we are told, is not what we
believe but how we behave” (https://ethosinstitute.sg/
progressive-christianity-a-primer/?
utm_source=chatgpt.com).

What happens when a church does not take
doctrine seriously? A survey by Barna Group found that
79% of Americans are comfortable with a woman serving
as a priest or pastor. How can 79% of Christians disregard
a clear command from scripture (1Tim. 2:11-12)? It gets
worse:

United Methodist Church: In 2024, the denomination
removed language from its Book of Discipline that
prohibited same-sex marriages and the ordination
of openly gay clergy, signaling a move toward
greater inclusivity.

Church of England: In 2025, the Church voted to
remove a 1991 document that labeled
homosexual behavior as "especially dishonorable,'
reflecting a shift toward inclusivity in clergy
selection processes.

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA): This
denomination has been ordaining openly gay
clergy since 2009, following a decision to allow
such ordinations.

When you have a high view of Scripture and
believe that correct doctrine is important, you will
understand that when your feelings don't agree with
Scripture, it's not Scripture that is wrong.

Jesus tells us that abiding in His Word is the mark
of a true disciple. But notice the chain... He tells us to
abide (live in Him), when we do that, we will know the
truth and then be set free. Abiding in His Word means
studying, meditating on, and living according to God'’s
revealed truth. Knowing the Truth isn't just intellectual
knowledge. It's the right understanding of God's Word —
sound doctrine. Correct doctrine helps us understand
who God is, what Christ accomplished, and how we
should live. The freedom Jesus speaks of is liberation
from sin, deception, and falsehood. Heresy, or false
teaching, enslaves because it distorts God'’s truth.

Doctrine may sound dry or academic, but it's like the

ship’s compass. If we drift from correct teaching,

whether about Christ, salvation, or God's nature, we

risk being led astray. History is full of examples where
heresies pulled believers away from the gospel’s life-giving
truth. Abiding in Jesus’ Word guards us from these
dangers.

Your shepherd,
Pastor Mark
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“The conferring and comparing of
Scriptures is an excellent means of coming
to an acquaintance with the mind and will
of God in them.”
— John Owen
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Half-hearted Christianity!
-Horatius Bonar

If you are Christians, be consistent. Be Christians out and
out — Christians every hour, in every part. Beware.. ..

of half-hearted discipleship,

of compromise with evil,

of conformity to the world,

of trying to serve two masters,

of trying to walk in two ways, the narrow and the broad, at
once.

It will not do. Half-hearted Christianity will only dishonor
God, while it makes you miserable!

"No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and
Money!" Matthew 6:24
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. Giving from service on 11/02/2025 G race H a rveSt
Sunday Blble Classes General Offerin $9,394.08
o TP ,394, o
= ' Elders-Old Testament (Sanctuary A BUIlAING FUN ... $3,350.00 Bible Church
= Bereans- New Testament (Sanctuary B) Uganda....oe viiiieii i $332.00
Ladies- (Downstairs B, Gray Room) Benevolence......ooviiiiiiii i $30.00
Young Adults- (Downstairs B, Red Rm.)
Total..uvvene... $13,106.08 Nov 09, 2025

Youth and Surge (5th-6th)- (Upstairs C)

1 Weekday Meetings
am AWANA—Wednesday's 6:30-8:00 pm
¢ Men’s Book Study—Monday at 7pm

and Fridays at 6am

Buidd e Body Monisthiey C

‘;,;I Famlly Groups Women's Ministry-women@ghbcva.org
] All Family Groups began Sept 25th AWANA-awana@ghbcva.org
Host Families: Tom & Penni Cox, Jesse & Outreach Ministry-outreach@ghbcva.org
Deborah Royall, Larry & Gina Covington, Worship Ministry-worship@ghbcva.org
Jeff & Bridget Brown, Alan & Leigh Anne Men’s Ministry-men@ghbcva.org
Chambers and Mark & Trisha Keffer Children’s Ministry-children@ghbcva.org
I?' % Youth Ministry-youth@ghbcva.org
. Prayer Team-prayer@ghbcva.org
Build the BOdy Teams Maintenance-maintenance @ghbcva.org

Fellowship-fellowship@ghbcva.org
Communications-communications@ghbcva.org
Front Line-frontline@ghbcva.org
Widows-admin@ghbcva.org
HH-HomeschoolHub@ghbcva.org

If you would like to serve on a BtB Team
and need to sign up, please contact the
team leader at the appropriate email

Youth Study
v Wednesdays @6:30PM

Youth Study & Surge!

- GRACE HARVEST BIBLE CHURCH

% ServiceTimes 60 GATHER GROW 6O

L!r Sunday School 9:00AM
Children’s Church 10:30AM
Sunday Services 10:30AM ghbcva.org | 804.561.3742

9821 South Redfield Drive, Amelia, VA 23002




